
Canner’s band looking for competition win
BY JIM HALE

Times Staf Writer

Four may be the Biglerville High School Marching Band’s 
lucky number this year. 

The ensemble’s musical selections portray the four seasons of 
the year, and the group is gunning for its fourth consecutive Tour-
nament of Bands Atlantic Coast Championship.

The musical compositions and marching patterns embody the 
year’s difering moods in a way that is “friendly” and “accessible 
to the audience,” Director Jamie Cope said.

To start the show, the band gathers in a compact shape “to rep-
resent a seed” and then “a lower evolves” as the band performs 
“Meridian,” by Ola Gjeilo, which Cope described as an “uplift-
ing” piece that evokes springtime. The trumpet soloist is junior 
Jonathan Bellarmino.

Summer is represented by “Sun Dance” by Frank Ticheli, with 
marchers exploding in a sunburst pattern at the end, Cope said. 
The music is “bright, happy, fun, playful,” she said. The soloists 
are Bellarmino and mellophonist Mo Bell, a senior.

Fall brings “a complete mood change,” Cope said, with “musi-
cians spiraling around” like leaves falling from a tree. An unusual 
lugelhorn solo complements a “bluesy, jazzy, relective, and 
melancholy” piece called by “North Country,” also by Gjeilo, she 
said. The soloist is senior Lily Bramucci, usually a trumpet player.

Winter is a “raging storm, a blizzard, frantic,” Cope said. At the 
end of “Ride,” by Sam Hazo, the band regathers into its original 
seed shape, she said. Junior Collin Knox provides a mellophone 
solo.

Even the pages of marching diagrams in Cope’s notebook are 
color-coded to the seasons. The patterns are printed on green pa-
per for spring, yellow for summer, orange for fall, and white for 
winter.

Program Coordinator and Visual Designer Tim Newlin and vi-
sual Caption Head and Color Guard Designer Shawn Space de-
signed the show, Cope said.

The band includes “a lot” of returning talent this year, Cope 
said, but there are three new trombone players and a trio of sev-
enth-graders in the color guard. The ensemble includes 31 instru-
mentalists, six guard members, and two managers. Jordan Wood-
ward and Patrick Cogliano are drum majors.

This year marks the 33rd during which Cope is joined by As-
sistant Director Georgia Hollabaugh.

In addition to the championships earned during the last three 
years, the band was also victorious in 2010.
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